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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 
Claims 8 and17 are objected to because of the following informalities: . 
Claim 8 recites the limitation "said original source" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 17 recites the limitation "the interjected dialogue, noises and utterances" in 
18 of page 18. There is Insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3, 5-9 and 14-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kuo et al (US 5,296,643) in view of Snyder (US 4,677,674). 

With respect to claim 1, Kuo discloses an entertainment system comprising: a 
first video input (fig.1 #25,45) for receiving video signals from an original source (fig.1 
#21)(col.4 ln.23-44); a first audio input (fig.1 #37,44) for receiving first audio signals 
from said original source (col.6 ln.9-13); a second audio input (fig.1 #38) for receiving 
second audio signals from a secondary source independent of said original source 
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(col.6 ln.21-25); a volume control (fig.1 #23) for selectively adjusting the volume level of 
said first audio signals and said second audio signals; and a device (fig.1 #23) for 
mixing said selectively adjusted first audio signals with said selectively adjusted second 
audio signals (col.5 ln.42-48). 

Kuo does not disclose expressly wherein the volume control comprises a 
separate first volume control for selectively adjusting the volume level of said first audio 
signals and a separate second volume control for selectively adjusting the volume level 
of said second audio signals. 

Snyder discloses multiple volume controls (fig.6 #6-9) on separate input signal 
paths, wherein each level of each signal path may be adjusted individually prior to being 
mixed at amplifier #15. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to use the volume adjustment circuit of Snyder to 
individually adjust the input audio signals of Kuo prior to mixing. The motivation for 
doing so would have been to increase or decrease the volume of the user's voice on 
microphone #38 of Kuo relative to the audio signal from the original source #21 . This 
would allow the user to control the volume his or her voice and the volume of the source 
audio separately. 

With respect to claim 2, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 1 further comprising: a recording device (fig.9 #101) for recording said mixed first 
and second audio signals for subsequent playback (col. 12 ln.33-45). 

With respect to claim 3, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 2 wherein said recording device is further structured and disposed for recording 
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said video signals from said original source with said mixed first and second audio 
signals for subsequent playback (col. 12 ln.59-65). 

With respect to claim 5, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 1 wherein said original source of said video signals and said first audio signals is 
a recorded medium (col.4 ln.45-51). 

With respect to claim 6, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 1 wherein said secondary source includes at least one microphone (col.6 ln.21- 
25). 

With respect to claim 7, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 6 wherein said second audio signals are transmitted through said one or more 
microphones and are derived from voice dialogue, noises and utterances made by one 
or more users (col.6 ln.21-25). 

With respect to claim 8, Kuo discloses an entertainment system comprising: a 
first audio input (fig.1 #37,44) for receiving first audio signals from said original source 
(fig.1 #21)(col.6 ln.9-13); a second audio input (fig.1 #38) for receiving second audio 
signals from a secondary source independent of said original source (col.6 ln.21-25); a 
volume control (fig.1 #23) for selectively adjusting the volume level of said first audio 
signals and said second audio signals; and a device (fig.1 #23) for mixing said 
selectively adjusted first audio signals with said selectively adjusted second audio 
signals (col. 5 ln.42-48). 

Kuo does not disclose expressly wherein the volume control comprises a 
separate first volume control for selectively adjusting the volume level of said first audio 
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signals and a separate second volume control for selectively adjusting the volume level 
of said second audio signals. 

Snyder discloses multiple volume controls (fig.6 #6-9) on separate input signal 
paths, wherein each level of each signal path may be adjusted individually prior to being 
mixed at amplifier #15. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to use the volume adjustment circuit of Snyder to 
individually adjust the input audio signals of Kuo prior to mixing. The motivation for 
doing so would have been to increase or decrease the volume of the user's voice on 
microphone #38 of Kuo relative to the audio signal from the original source #21 . This 
would allow the user to control the volume his or her voice and the volume of the source 
audio separately. 

With respect to claim 9, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 8 further comprising: a recording device (fig.9 #101) for recording the mixed first 
and second audio signals for subsequent playback (col. 12 In. 33-45). 

With respect to claim 14, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 9 wherein said original source is a recorded medium (col.4 ln.45-51). 

With respect to claim 15, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 9 wherein said secondary source includes at least one microphone and said 
second audio signals are derived from voice dialogue, noises and utterances made by 
one or more users through at least one microphone (col.6 ln.21-25). 
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With respect to claim 16, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 15 wherein said secondary source comprises a plurality of said microphones (fig.1 
#43). 

With respect to claim 17, Kuo discloses a method of playing a game for 
amusement and entertainment, comprising the steps of: providing a television monitor 
(fig.1 #20) and speakers (fig.1 #42) for playing an original program containing audio and 
video (fig.1 #21, col.4 In. 58-62); providing a device (fig.1 #23) comprising: a first video 
input (fig.1 #25) for receiving video signals from the original program; a first audio input 
(fig.1 #37,44) for receiving first audio signals from the original program; a second audio 
input (fig.1 #38) for receiving second audio signals from a secondary source 
independent of the original program (col.5 ln.42-48); a volume control (fig.1 #23) for 
selectively adjusting the volume level of said first audio signals and said second audio 
signals; and a device (fig.1 #23) for mixing said selectively adjusted first audio signals 
with said selectively adjusted second audio signals (col.5 ln.42-48); providing a 
microphone to each of a plurality of players of the game; playing the original program on 
the television monitor; interjecting dialogue, utterances and noises by each of the 
plurality of players using the respective microphones; adjusting the volume level of the 
audio of the original program; adjusting the volume level of the interjected dialogue, 
noises and utterances of the players; mixing the interjected dialogue, noises and 
utterances of the players with the audio of the original program (col.5 ln.42-48); 
recording the video of the original program with the mixed audio of the original program 
and interjected dialogue, noises and utterances of the players on a selected medium to 



Application/Control Number: Page 7 

10/774,831 

Art Unit: 2615 

produce a recorded master copy; and playing the recorded master copy on the 
television monitor and speakers for amusement and entertainment (fig.9 #101, col. 12 
ln.33-65). 

Kuo does not disclose expressly wherein the volume control comprises a 
separate first volume control for selectively adjusting the volume level of said first audio 
signals and a separate second volume control for selectively adjusting the volume level 
of said second audio signals. 

Snyder discloses multiple volume controls (fig.6 #6-9) on separate input signal 
paths, wherein each level of each signal path may be adjusted individually prior to being 
mixed at amplifier #1 5. At the time of the Invention it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to use the volume adjustment circuit of Snyder to 
individually adjust the input audio signals of Kuo prior to mixing. The motivation for 
doing so would have been to increase or decrease the volume of the user's voice on 
microphone #38 of Kuo relative to the audio signal from the original source #21 . This 
would allow the user to control the volume his or her voice and the volume of the source 
audio separately. 

Claims 4 and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kuo et al (US 5,296,643) in view of Snyder (US 4,677,674) and in further view of 
Lee etal (US 6,331,669 B1). 
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With respect to claim 4, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 1 however does not disclose expressly wherein said original source of said video 
signals and said first audio signals is a broadcast program. 

Lee discloses a karaoke system wherein the original source of video and audio 
signals is a broadcast program (col.1 ln.34-39). At the time of the invention it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the karaoke 
broadcasting system of Lee in place of the recorded media original source #21 of Kuo. 
The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user to order a karaoke 
program through his or her local cable provider. This would allow the user to acquire 
new karaoke songs/videos without leaving the comforts of their home. 

With respect to claim 10, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 9 however does not disclose expressly wherein said original source of said first 
audio signals is a broadcast program. Lee discloses a karaoke system wherein the 
original source of audio signals is a broadcast program (col.1 ln.34-39). At the time of 
the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use 
the karaoke broadcasting system of Lee in place of the recorded media original source 
#21 of Kuo. The motivation for doing so would have been to allow a user to order a 
karaoke program through his or her local cable provider. This would allow the user to 
acquire new karaoke songs without leaving the comforts of their home. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 10 wherein the broadcast program is a conventional television signal (Lee: col.2 
ln.45-67). 
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With respect to claim 12, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 10 wherein said broadcast program is a cable television signal (Lee: col.1 ln.34- 
39). 

With respect to claim 13, Kuo discloses the entertainment system as recited in 
claim 10 wherein the broadcast program is a satellite television signal (Lee: col.4 ln.22- 
27). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Matsumoto (US 5,81 1 ,708) discloses a karaoke apparatus with tuning sub-vocal 
aside main-vocal. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason R. Kurr whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0552. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00am to 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571) 273-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




